
Sub-Base
The basic construction for our self-binding golden gravel 
is much the same as that for other path and driveway 
materials A free draining sub-base is essential, and this 
should be laid over prepared ground using a suitable 
membrane if ground conditions are poor. The sub-base 
should be not less than 75mm deep for foot traffic and at 
least 100mm deep for light vehicles, the sub-base should 
be rolled in using a suitable mechanical roller to ensure 
that the surface is flat and smooth.

Laying our Self Binding Golden Gravel
Once the sub-base has been laid and compacted, the 
self-binding gravel can be spread over the sun-base 
surface to a depth of 75mm, which will give you a 
compacted depth of approximately 50mm for pathways, 
whilst 125-150mm depth will give you a compacted depth 
of 100mm for driveways. When laying the self-binding 
gravel, it is important to use the back of the rack for 
levelling, as the spikes side will tend to bring the bigger 
stones to the surface. 
When compacting self-binding gravel, we recommend 
that a mechanical roller is used at all stages. The initial 
rolling needs to be carried when the material is dry and 
with the roller on ‘vibrate’. Should patchy areas appear, 
simply sieve a small amount of the unused material 
onto the area to be finished and re-roll until the area is 
smooth and flat.
Once the required depth has been achieved and the 
surface is semi-smooth, it is time to apply a small amount 
of water to the drum of the roller during the final roll 
(never wet the self-binding material directly). The roller 
vibrators should be turned off and the roller should be 
used until a smooth even surface has been achieved. 
Wetting the material via the roller will help prevent the 
material sticking to the drum whilst also helping the fines 
in the material to bind together.
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Edging
We recommend that a timber or suitable path edging 
material is used to retain the self-binding gravel. For a 
more natural finish, you could lay turf along the edge of 
the gravel to give a softer landscape finish if required.
When using an edging, it is usual to keep the level of the 
self-binding gravel below the top of the edging, say 5mm 
to prevent the material spilling/creeping over the top of 
the edging onto the ground beyond.

Where to Use?
Self-binding materials are not suitable for use on any 
gradient greater than around 1:12 to 1.15, although the 
movement experienced with self-binding gravels is 
considerably less than that found with loose gravels. 
And should a gradient greater than 1.15 be present, then 
a series of staggered retaining boards can be applied to 
retain the material. 

When to Lay?
Avoid laying this material during extremely cold or frosty 
conditions, or if heavy rain is forecast within 3-4 days of 
installation.  

Maintenance
Self-binding gravels are naturally hard wearing, but will 
lacerate over time, this is easily remedied by periodic 
rolling and regular sweeping.

Coverage
Coverage is variable, as it depends on the density of the 
material itself, and also the moisture content, but as a 
rough guide, 1 tonne of self-binding gravel will cover 
around 10-12m² at a thickness of around 40mm.
The finished material must be left to dry for at least 48 
hours before it is used and sometimes longer (up to 2 
weeks) if the weather has been damp. 


